
 
  

Geographical 
concepts EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Location  
Where is it? 
 

Name places they 
have visited and 
how they got there. 
Name places they 
have heard about 
in stories and non-
fiction books. 
 
 

Name and locate the four 
countries and their capital cities 
that make-up the UK.  
 
 
 
Identify characteristics of the four 
capital cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
 
 
 
Know the names of the three 
main seas that surround the UK 
 

Know the names of and locate the seven 
continents of the world 
 
 
 
 
Name, locate and identify human and 
physical features at Tynemouth (the end of 
the River Tyne). 
 
 
 
Know the names of and locate the five 
oceans of the world 
 

Know and name a number 
of countries within the 
climate zones. 
 
 
 
Name, locate and identify 
human and physical 
features along the River 
Tyne in the North East 
region  
 
 
 
 
 
Know and locate where the 
equator, Tropics and 
hemispheres are on a world 
map 
 
Know what is meant by 
the term ‘tropics’ 
 

Locate and name a number 
of European countries 
describing their key physical 
and human features 
including their major cities 
 
Name, locate and identify 
land use patterns in the 
North East and how they 
have changed over time  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Know the significance of the 
equator, the Tropics and 
identify where the 
Greenwich Meridian time 
zones are on a world map 
 

        Progression Map for Geography 

 



Place 
What is it like 
there? 
 

Talk about what it 
is like there in the 
places they have 
visited or heard 
about in books. 
 

Identify human and physical 
geography of the school and its 
surrounding area 
 

Identify the main differences between a place 
in England and that of a small place in a 
non-European country.  
 

Know and describe the 
features of the River Tyne in 
the North East region and 
compare these features with 
the River Nile  
 

Know and describe the 
human and physical 
features of Greece 
 
Know and describe the 
human and physical 
features of the North East 
region 
 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography  
How do 
humans 
interact with 
the natural 
environment? 

 

Talk about what is 
the same or 
different about 
places they have 
visited or heard 
about  including 
weather, clothes 
people wear and 
animals that live 
there. 

Know which is the hottest and 
coldest season in the UK 
 
 
To keep a daily weather chart 
and discuss patterns throughout 
the school year.  
 
Know and recognise main 
weather symbols 
 
To describe the main differences 
between a city, town and village  
 
To understand what is meant by 
urban and rural and use it in 
context. 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the equator and the 
North and South poles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To compare the human and physical features 
of Tynemouth (UK) and a non-European 
country 
 
Identify and describe the features of a 
coastal area and the countryside. 

Know what causes volcanos 
and earthquakes  
 
Understand the impact of 
natural disasters around the 
world 
 
 
 
 
 
Know why most cities are 
situated by a river 
 

Know the impact of the 
water cycle e.g. flooding, 
drought  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Know the human and 
physical features of Greece 
and compare regions within 
the country 
 



 

Geographical 
skills and 
Fieldwork   
Why is it like 
this here? 
 

Talk about or draw 
places they have 
visited or heard 
about, make or use 
maps where 
appropriate. 

To use maps, atlases and globes 
to identify the UK, it’s countries 
and the surrounding seas. 
 
 
 
To make a model or drawing that 
shows the features of an area 
 
 
To recognise North, South, East 
and West on a compass 
 
 
 
To begin to use locational and 
directional language including left 
and right, near and far 
 
To begin to use aerial 
photographs to recognise human 
and physical features  
 
Use fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of 
the school and its grounds   
 
 

To use maps, atlases and globes to identify 
the UK, the 7 continents and the world’s 
oceans 
 
 
 
To devise a simple map and use and 
construct a key 
 
 
To use compass directions to describe a 
route on a map.  
 
 
 
To describe the location and features of a 
map using locational and directional 
language.  
 
 Use aerial photographs to recognise human 
and physical features including landmarks 
 
 
Use fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of Tynemouth and the 
surrounding area. 
 

Use maps, atlases and 
globes to locate climate 
zones and places in the UK 
studied 
 
 
Draw sketch maps of stone 
age village sites 
 
 
To begin to use eight points 
of the compass to build 
knowledge of the UK and 
the wider world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use fieldwork to begin to 
observe, record and present 
the human and physical 
features of the River Tyne 
and compare with the River 
Nile using sketch maps. 

Use maps, atlases and 
globes to locate the tropics, 
Greenwich Meridian and 
places studied in the wider 
world  
 
Draw sketch maps from 
maps and atlases to show 
features of regions in Greece 
 
To use eight points of the 
compass to extend 
knowledge of the UK and 
the wider world 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
record and present the 
human and physical 
features of the local area 
using sketch maps, plans 
and graphs. 
 


