Welcome to this term’s round up of the latest online news and tips to help you keep your
child safe online. Please be aware that the links provided are aimed at parents and carers.

© ©  1\pp SAFETY- CHECK SETTINGS REGULARLY °

With the Online Safety Act now in effect, there's increased attention on how tech companies handle
different safety features.
 Now is a great time to review privacy and saftey settings on apps your child uses.
e Make sure content, messaging and friend settings are age-approproate.
e Turn on parental controls where avaliable.
e Use these step by step guides to help you. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-and-
platforms/

' WHATSAPP UPDATE- PARENT MANAGED AGGOUNTS

e WhatsApp is introducing parent-managed accounts for younger users.
e New features include controlling who can contact your child and managing group invites.
e Remember: WhatsApp recommended age is 13+- consider if it's approriate for your child.

TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS

e Talk regularly have open conversations about what your child does online—games, videos and
apps.

e Set controls on devices, apps and broadband where possible.

e Check age ratings (many are 13+)

e Keep devices in shared spaces where possible

e Teach “Stop, Block, Tell”

e Encourage children to: Stop engaging, block the user and tell a trusted adult

e Model good habits. Children learn from adults—show balanced screen use.

HELP YOUR GHILD THINK GRITICALLY

e Encourage questions like: “Is this true” or “Where is this information from?”

e Explore and compare information together using trusted sources.

e Explain that Al and online content can sometimes be incorrect or misleading.

e Help children understand that not everything online should be trusted or shared.
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